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HISTORY OF ART IV (END OF MODERN TO CONTEMPORARY ART)
Course code: ART 375
Semester and Year: Spring 2026
Day and Time: Wednesday 11:15 - 14:00
Instructor: Karolina Dolanska, Ph.D.
Instructor contact: karolina.dolanska@aauni.edu
Consultation hours: after class

	Credits US/ECTS
	3/6
	Level
	Introductory

	Length
	15 weeks
	Pre-requisite
	None 

	Contact hours
	42 hours
	Course type
	VA Required, HSC Required/Elective, CEA



Art fee: 1500 CZK
Art fees for this course will be used to cover: class excursions, gallery visits and talks, museum entrances, guest lectures. 

1. Course Description 

The History of Art IV course will present the tendencies and developments in modern and contemporary art from a wider perspective. The course begins with lectures on the state of contemporary art world. Afterwards, the particular artists or movements will be placed within broader contexts and issues ranging from modes of perceiving art, aesthetics and the question of beauty, Freudian psychology and its impact on art or other psychological, sociological, philosophical and political contexts. The outcome of this course therefore is not only to present the chronological history of 20th century art, but to address major topics, which this art dealt with and which transcend single works of art or artistic movements.

2. Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, the students will be able to:
· Identify major artists and artistic movements from the beginnings of 20th century up to nowadays.
· Understand broader issues and contexts, which influenced the state of modern and contemporary art.
· Discuss and analyze works of art and the contexts within which they emerged.
· MA students only: Research a selected topic related to 20th century art and present it in a written paper.



3. Required Materials
· Michael Archer, Art Since 1960
· Edward Lucie-Smith, Movements in Art Since 1945 (World of Art)
· Foster, Hal, Krauss, Rosalind, Bois, Yve-Alain and Benjamin H. D. Buchloh. Art since 1900. Modernism, Antimodernism, Postmodernism. Thames and Hudson, 2004
(Books are on reserve at the AAU library)
· Rosalind Krauss, Passages in Modern Sculpture (selected chapters)
· Clement Greenberg, The modernist Painting
· Yve-Alain Bois, Painting as Model, MIT Press, 1993 (selected chapters)
· Krauss, The Originality of the Avant-Gard (selected chapters)
· Foucault Michel, This Is Not a Pipe
· Walter Benjamin, The Work of Art In the Age of Mechanical Reproduction
· Fried, Michael, Art and Objecthood

Recommended Materials:
· Rosalind Krauss, Sculpture in the Expanded Field
· Peter Burger, Theory of the Avant-Garde
· Marinetti, F.T. The Futurist Manifesto
· František Kupka, in: The Museum Kampa Collection, pp. 49-59
· Kandinsky, W. excerpts from Concerning the Spiritual in A
· Greenberg, C.  Avant-Garde and Kitsch 
· Danto, A. C. The Intractable Avant-Garde, in: The Abuse of Beauty, pp. 39-60
· Tzara, T. excerpts from Dada Manifesto
· Breton, A. excerpts from Le Manifeste du Surréalisme
· Rosenberg, H. The American Action Painters 
· Baudrillard, J. Precession of Simulacra
· Tomas Kulka, Kitsch and Art
· Milan Kundera, The Unbearable Lightness of being

4. Teaching methodology
Powerpoint-supported lectures will be accompanied by in-depth discussions, research and presentations performed by the students. There will be additional group visits of related exhibitions held in Prague.

5. Course Schedule
	Date
	Class Agenda

	Session 1 — Date: Feb 04, 2026
	Topic: Introduction. Overview of the course

	Session 2 — Date: Feb 11, 2026
	Topic: Contemporary Art on Display in Prague 
Gallery Visit: The Art of Activism at the Municipal Library of Prague, Prague City Gallery

	Session 3 — Date: Feb 18, 2026
	Topic: Contemporary Art on Display in Prague 
Gallery Visit: The Double at the House at the Stone Bell, Prague City Gallery Assignments/deadlines: A topic for a class presentation and for the mid-term paper

	Session 4 — Date: Feb 25, 2026
	Topic: Modernism’s Legacy
Reading: Clement Greenberg, Modernist Painting
Krauss, “Grids,” in The Originality of the Avant-Garde
Assignments/deadlines: Abstract to the Mid-Term Paper Due

	Session 5 — Date: Mar 04, 2026
	Topic: Contemporary Art at Kunsthalle
Reading: Fried, Michael, Art and Objecthood

	Session 6 — Date: Mar 11, 2026
	Topic: Cubism - Representation Re-formed
Reading: Rosalind Krauss, "In the Name of Picasso," The Originality of the Avant-Garde
Clement Greenberg, "Collage," Art and Culture

	Session 7 — Date: Mar 18, 2026
	Topic: Contemporary Architecture
Excursion: Villa Winternitz and Villa Rothmayer in Prague


	Session 8 — Date: Mar 25, 2026
	Topic: Surrealism and the problem of “meaning”
Reading: 
Foucault Michel, This Is Not a Pipe
Breton, A. excerpts from Le Manifeste du Surréalisme
Assignments/deadlines: Mid-Term Paper Due

	Mid-term break
	March 30–April 03, 2026

	Session 9 — Date: Apr 08, 2026
	Topic: Abstract Expressionism – Art as a Performance
Reading: Rosenberg, H. The American Action Painters 
Film Movie: Pollock, Ed Harris, 2000

	Session 10 — Date: Apr 15, 2026
	Topic: Marcel Duchamp and Conceptual Art.
Reading: 
Rosalind Krauss, “Forms of Readymade: Duchamp and Brancusi”, in Passages in Modern Sculpture 

	Session 11 — Date: Apr 22, 2026
	Topic: The Original in the Digital Age
Reading: Walter Benjamin, The Work of Art In the Age of Mechanical Reproduction

	Session 12 — Date: Apr 29, 2026
	Topic: Kitsch Against Purity
From Greenberg’s “Avant-Garde and Kitsch” to Postmodern Art
Reading: Clement Greenberg, Avant-Garde and Kitsch

	Session 13 — Date: May 06, 2026
	Topic: Postmodernism and its many styles and perspectives
Reading: Yve-Alain Bois, “Matisse and Arche-Drawing,” in Painting as Model Baudrillard, J. Precession of Simulacra

	Session 14 — Date: May 13, 2026
	Assignments/deadlines: Final Exam and Final Paper Due




1. Course Requirements and Assessment (with estimated workloads)

	Assignment
	Workload (average)
	Weight in Final Grade
	Evaluated Course Specific Learning Outcomes
	Evaluated Institutional Learning Outcomes*

	Attendance and Class Participation
	42
	20%
	Active participation in class discussions showing knowledge of the topics relevant to the class.
	1, 2, 3

	Class Presentation
	30
	20%
	Presentation skills, ability to explain the studied topic to peers, identify key issues, subject knowledge.
	1, 2, 3

	Mid-term paper
	25
	15%
	Prepare and present research on a chosen topic.
	1, 2, 3

	Final paper
	50
	25%
	Prepare and present research on a chosen topic. Show knowledge of the given subject, an ability to express thoughts in a clear prose, as well as an imagination to accompany the written text with illustrative photographs and pictures.
	1, 2, 3

	Final exam
	53
	20%
	Identify major historical periods and styles of art and architecture and recognize their defining characteristics from Romanesque to the Contemporary period. Contextualize the characteristics of representative forms and examples of art and architecture within the socio-cultural, historical, and political influences of their time.
	1, 2, 3

	TOTAL
	150
	100%
	
	


*1 = Critical Thinking; 2 = Effective Communication; 3 = Effective and Responsible Action

2. Detailed description of the assignments
Students enrolled in the course will be asked to give a class presentation to take no more than 30 minutes. The presentation can be given in the classroom or outside and should be the basis of the midterm paper (2-3 typewritten pages, including illustrations and photographs), and the final paper (4-5 typewritten pages, including illustrations and photographs). Both the presentation and the ideas for the paper should be discussed with the course instructor. The final paper is to be handed in on the last day of class. In addition, a final exam will take place at the end of the course. Attendance as well as active participation in class discussions are expected.

Class Presentation (20%): 
At the beginning of the semester students will choose a topic for a class presentation, which can be as general as describing a modernist movement or style or can deal with a specific work of art or architecture, an artist, or an architect. Students can present the topic either in the classroom with PowerPoint slides, or speak at a pertinent historical sight, in an art gallery or in a museum.

This task meets or partially meets these learning outcomes: 
· Define the term “modernism,” and explain what makes particular works of art “modernist.” 
· Describe the general characteristics of the most important modern art movements.
· Associate works of modern art with specific modern art movements based on the style and subject of the works.
· Know the principal artists from each movement and be able identify their most important works. 
· Prepare and present research on a chosen topic.

Assessment breakdown
	Assessed area
	Percentage

	Knowledge and understanding of the topic
	40%

	Ability to think independently and afresh in regard to a topic at hand
	20%

	Structure and organization of presentation
	20%

	Delivery of presentation (visual effectiveness, clarity, impact, etc.)
	20%



Midterm Paper (15%) and Final Paper (20%):
It is recommended that the midterm paper would deal with the same or similar topic as the class presentation. The midterm paper should be about 2-3 typewritten pages long (including illustrations and photographs) and will be due in the class before the mid-term break. The final paper, due at the end of the semester, should grow out of the midterm paper, and the class presentation, developing the chosen topic in a greater depth and detail. The final paper should be about 4-5 typewritten pages (including illustrations and photographs) and is to be handed in on the last day of class.

This task meets or partially meets these learning outcomes: 
· Define the term “modernism,” and explain what makes particular works of art “modernist.” 
· Describe the general characteristics of the most important modern art movements.
· Associate works of modern art with specific modern art movements based on the style and subject of the works.
· Know the principal artists from each movement, and be able identify their most important works. 
· Prepare and present research on a chosen topic.

Assessment breakdown
	Assessed area
	Percentage

	Knowledge and understanding of the topic.
	30%

	Ability to contextualize key examples of works of modern art and architecture in relation to their style and historical context.
	20%

	Ability to think independently and afresh in regard to a topic at hand.
	20%

	Ability to accurately apply relevant theoretical knowledge and terminology to given examples.
	20%

	Structure and organization of the paper.
	10%



Final Exam (20%): 
The Final Exam will consist of two parts: slide identification and exam questions. The slide identification will amount to recognition of the works of art and architecture discussed in the class, as well as their classification by style, date and context, when they were made. The exam questions will be based on topics covered in the class during the whole semester, where students will be expected to demonstrate their knowledge of the subject, as well as their ability to apply appropriate terminology learned throughout the semester.

This task meets or partially meets these learning outcomes: 
· Define the term “modernism,” and explain what makes particular works of art “modernist.” 
· Describe the general characteristics of the most important modern art movements.
· Associate works of modern art with specific modern art movements based on the style and subject of the works.
· Know the principal artists from each movement, and be able identify their most important works.

Assessment breakdown
	Assessed area
	Percentage

	Knowledge and understanding of the topic
	30%

	Ability to identify key works covered in class or homework
	20%

	Ability to contextualize key examples of works of art and architecture in relation to their historical time period
	20%

	Ability to accurately apply relevant stylistic knowledge and terminology to given examples of art works
	20%

	Ability to think independently and afresh in regard to a topic at hand
	10%



    Class attendance and participation (20%): 
    Students are expected to attend class regularly, to be on time, and to respect the rules and manners of the classroom while at school and on excursions (see class attendance policy below, and the School Codex on the University website). Students are expected to complete the readings and assignments and come prepared to participate in class activities or discussions. Students may be called upon to give short summaries, or answer questions concerning previous topics. Additionally, students are expected to actively participate during the excursions, museum and gallery visits, etc. 
    If a student misses a class, it is his/her responsibility to keep up with the assignments, and to get the notes from one of the classmates or from the course website.

I will be happy to meet during my office hours or at an arranged time to discuss the material you missed after you have made an effort to catch up. You are also expected to visit the sights we visited in class. (In the case of museum visits, bring me the entrance ticket, and I will reimburse you for the entrance fee.)

8. General Requirements and School Policies
All coursework is governed by AAU’s academic rules. Students are expected to be familiar with the academic rules in the Academic Codex and Student Handbook and to maintain the highest standards of honesty and academic integrity in their work. Please see the AAU intranet for a summary of key policies regarding coursework.

Course specific requirements
There are no special requirements or deviations from AAU policies for this course.
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