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Africa in International Relations     
Course code: IRS 376/676
Term and year: Fall 2025
Day and time:      Monday 15:00-17:45
Instructor: Ambassador Marek Skolil
Instructor contact: marek.skolil@aauni.edu; mskolil07@gmail.com; WA: 777 234 051
Consultation hours: MON 14:00-15:00

	Credits US/ECTS
	3/6
	Level
	Introductory

	Length
	15 weeks
	Pre-requisite
	None

	Contact hours
	42 hours
	Course type
	BA/MA Elective


1. Course Description
Africa is often viewed through competing narratives: a resource rich continent mired in conflict and dependency, or one poised for a breakthrough as the next global powerhouse. Yet neither narrative fully captures the continent’s complexity nor its strategic importance in international relations today. Home to over a billion people, rich in cultural diversity, natural resources, and historical depth, Africa defies simplistic narratives. As the world’s youngest and fastest-urbanizing continent, Africa is increasingly central to global debates on development, migration, climate change, and security. It is a vital arena where major powers—China, the U.S., the EU, and others—compete for influence, resources, and partnerships. To understand Africa’s role in shaping 21st-century geopolitics, one must move beyond outdated stereotypes and explore the continent on its own terms.

As such, in this course, we will examine the foundations of Africa’s geography, history, and demography before turning to key contemporary issues: economic development, the role of international aid, culture and religion and political regimes. We will study Africa through African voices, ideas like pan-Africanism and Afrotopias, and reflect on how the continent engages with the world geopolitically. Case studies from Algeria, Nigeria, and Senegal will provide concrete insights into national narratives and lived experience.

2. Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:
1. Understand and analyze the complexity, diversity, gaps and riches of the continent in today´s world
2. Assess the main trends, challenges and opportunities that the continent is facing
3. Imagine Africa´s future from both exogenous and endogenous perspectives
4. Observe the main geopolitical players involved and analyze their strategies
5. Engage in fact based and productive policy dialogue and cooperation with the main actors and movers on the continent
3. Reading Material
Required Materials
· A reader will be provided      with 10 required mandatory texts (both books and articles) in the NEO system.
· These mandatory texts relate to specific class topics and discussions and are detailed bellow for each session.
Recommended Materials (Inspiration only in English and French eventually)
· Adichie, Chimanda Ngozi. The Thing Around Your Neck. New York: Kopf, 2009.
· Cilliers, Jakkie. The future of democracy in Africa. ISS, African Futures papers 19, Oct. 2016
· Daoud, Kamel. The Mersault Investigation. New York: Other Press, 2015. 
· Ditrych, Ondrej  and Everts, Steven (Eds). Unpowering Russia: How the EU can counter and undermine the Kremlin. Chapter 5 (Subsaharian Africa) by Marangio, Rossella. EUISS, May 2025.
· Faloyin, Dipo. Africa is not a country – Notes on a Bright Continent, London: Penguin Books, 2022.
· Financing Africa – Where is the money?” Mo Ibrahim Foundation, available online. 2024.
· Macaes, Bruno: Geopolitics for the End Time, From the Pandemics to The Climate Crisis. London: C.Hurst and Co, 2021.
· Ndikumana, Léonce and Boyce, James K. Africa´s Odious Debt: How foreign loans and capital flight bled a continent. London:  Zed Books Ltd, 2011.
· Perry, Alex. The Rift, A new Africa breaks free. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 2015
· Sarr, Mohamed Mbougar. The Most Secret Memory of Men.      New York: Simon and Schuster, 2023.



· AFD. Atlas de l´Afrique – pour un autre regard sur le continent. Paris : Armand Colin, 2020.
· Bourges, Hervé. Dictionnaire amoureux de l´Afrique. Paris : Plon, 2017.
· Coquery-Vidrovitch, Catherine. La découverte de l´Afrique. Paris : L´Harmattan, 2003.
· Fauvelle-Aymar, Francois-Xavier. Le rhinocéros d´or. Paris : Alma, 2013. 
· Giros, Etienne. 54  nuances d´Afrique : Investir en Afrique, Essai d´enthousiaste pour déconstruire les préjugés. Paris : Editions Télémaque, 2025.
4. Teaching methodology
This is a flexible and participative course. Lectures and seminars will be enhanced by group presentations and discussions, nourished by appropriate AV inputs and occasionally selected guests presentations and field excursions.
5. Course Schedule
	Date
	Class Agenda

	Session 1
1/9/25
	Topic: Why Africa matters?
Description: Africa is the theatre of major challenges and disruptions, of great promises and of growing relevance for the future of humankind. What it means for Africans and for the rest of the world?
Reading: Cilliers, Jakkie, Ed. The Future of Africa: Challenges and Opportunities. open access textbook, 2021
Assignments/deadlines: 

	Session 2
8/9/25
	Topic: African geography and history
Description: Africa is not a country – its geography, history and political reality are as rich and diverse as those of other continents. Its diversity has been obscured by our post-colonial lenses and by its current under-development. Better understanding of this is key to assessing Africa´s past, present and future.
Reading: Marshall, Tim. Prisoners of Geography, Ten Maps That Explain Everything about the World. London: Elliot and Thompson, 2016. - Chapter 5
Assignments/deadlines: 

	Session 3
15.9.25
	Topic: Demography, youth and migration
Description: At this stage, African demography is following a different trajectory from the rest of the world. It remains to be seen how this trend will unfold in time. African fertility and youth are crucial for the projections made and policies to be adopted both by Africans and by their partners. Migration is an important and complex reality to consider.
Reading: Morland, Paul. Tomorrow´s People – The Future of Humanity in Ten Numbers. London: Picador 2022, Chapter 2
Assignments/deadlines: 

	Session 4
22/9/25
	Topic: African economy and the troubles with aid
Description: So far, economic success stories are rare and remarkable on the continent. Underdevelopment and poverty are reality. What is at stake? Is development aid really helping and where is the money?
Reading: 
Moyo, Dambisa. Dead Aid – Why Aid is Not Working and How there is Another Way For Africa. London: Penguin Books, 2010.
Assignments/deadlines: 

	Session 5
29/9/25
	Topic: Culture, arts and religion
Description: Cultural imprint of Africa in the world is undeniable and pervasive. So are the clichés and misunderstandings. Where are the distinctions and added value? Let us delve in the riches, diversity and commonalities of the African culture and way of life.
Reading: Savoy, Bénédicte and Sarr, Felwine. Report on the Restitution of African cultural heritage. Paris, 2018 (open access). 
Assignments/deadlines: 

	Session 6
6/10/25
	Topic: African politics and the future of democracy on the continent
Description: Is western democracy unsuitable for Africa or antinomic with its development, as some pretend?
Reading: Brown, Frances Z. The Four Big Questions Shaping Democracy in Africa, Carnegie Endowment For International Peace, April 2025
Yade, Rama. Why Africans hold the future of global democracy in their hands. Atlantic Council, April 2024
Assignments/deadlines: 

	
	

	
	

	Session 7 
13/10/25
	Topic: Conflicts, wars and tribalism
Description: Africa is more than ever a theater of numerous conflicts, wars and recurring violence. Their causes, both endogenous and exogenous, are multiple. Without aiming for exhaustive taxonomy, what are the common denominators and remedies? Are there any success stories, lessons-learned or policy recommendations?
Reading: Gilpin, Raymond. Understanding the Nature and Origins of Violent Conflict in Africa. /Chapter 2, pp. 21-33/  in Aall, Pamela and Crocker, Chester A. (Eds) Minding the Gap: African Conflict Management in a Time of Change, CIGI (Center for International Governance Innovation), 2016
Assignments/deadlines: Ms Gabriela Jacobs

	Session 8
20/10/25
	Midterm Test

	27/10-02/11
	Midterm break

	Session 9
03/11/25
	Topic: Geopolitics of Africa
Description: From the cradle of humankind well beyond the colonial era, Africa has become the land for grab. While the cold-war era witnessed the arrival of the non-aligned movement, today many African leaders and governments fancy multi-directional geopolitical allegiances. Should we blame them? Is it paying off? And isn´t the bride too choosy for her own good?
Reading: Carmody, Pádraig R. The New Scramble for Africa. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2011 (Internet Archive open access)
Assignments/deadlines: Ms Lydia Pesek

	
	

	Session 10
10/11/25
	Topic: Afrotopias: Africa by and for Africans
Description: Africa´s emancipation has been a lofty ideal and aspiration from the origins of anti-colonial struggle to the current return of Pan-Africanism. What are the arguments and precepts of neo-pan Africanists? Is it a fancy communication hook or a potent political project likely to succeed in building an alt-Africa by and for Africans?
Reading: Sarr, Felwine. Afrotopia. Paris: Philippe Rey, 2016
Assignments/deadlines: Ms Milan Cerny

	Session 11
24/11/25
	Topic: Case study Algeria
Description: Analyzing the main characteristics of the country and its geopolitical stance. While referring to the concepts studied during the whole course, the specificities of the country´s situation, challenges and prospects will be highlighted.
Reading: Daoud, Kamel. The Mersault Investigation. New York: Other Press, 2015. 
Assignments/deadlines: Mr Vadim Goven

	Session 12
01/12/25
	Topic: Case study Nigeria
Description: Analyzing the main characteristics of the country and its geopolitical stance. While referring to the concepts studied during the whole course, the specificities of the country´s situation, challenges and prospects will be highlighted.
Reading: Adichie, Chimanda Ngozi      The Thing Around Your Neck. New York: Kopf, 200
Assignments/deadlines: Ms Melania Sljusarcukova 

	Session 13
08/12/25
	Topic: Case study Senegal
Description: Analyzing the main characteristics of the country and its geopolitical stance. While referring to the concepts studied during the whole course, the specificities of the country´s situation, challenges and prospects will be highlighted.
Reading: Langellier, Jean-Pierre. Léopold Sédar Senghor. Paris     : Perrin, 2021. Vs english reading tbc
Assignments/deadlines: Mr Kurt Schemm 

	Session 14
15/12/25
	     Final Exam
Will be written in class testing both the familiarity of the students with the basic concepts studied and the understanding of their relevance for the analysis of Africa´s current affairs and of its place in tomorrow´s world.


6. Course Requirements and Assessment (with estimated workloads)
	Assignment
	Workload (hours)
	Weight in Final Grade
	Evaluated Course Specific Learning Outcomes
	Evaluated Institutional Learning Outcomes*

	Class Participation
	42
	30%
	Understanding and critical engagement with course themes.
	1,2

	Midterm test
	20
	20%
	Understanding and critical engagement with ideas and sources. Ability to draw on range of sources.
	1

	Final test
	30
	20%
	Understanding and critical engagement with ideas and sources. Ability to draw on range of sources.
Comprehension of linkage of main factors and actors at play on the continent with future scenarios.
	1,3

	Individual Assignment 1
(Presentation)
	29
	20%
	Ability to summarize and convey to the class an understanding of a significant text related to the main topics of the course and to critically assess its relevance and/or limitations. Ability to engage productively in a critical discussion of the subject with colleagues.
	1,2

	Individual Assignment 2
	29
	10%
	Contradictory discussion of the main development scenarios for the continent.
	1,2,3

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	150
	100%
	
	


*1 = Critical Thinking; 2 = Effective Communication; 3 = Effective and Responsible Action
7. Detailed description of the assignments
Assignment 1: 
Each student will choose one of the required or recommended reading materials to present to the class as a Power point presentation and to lead the following in class discussion. The topic and the text will be agreed with the instructor. The presentation will be up to 15 minutes followed by further 15 minutes of open and critical discussion. 
Assessment breakdown
	Assessed area
	Percentage

	Presentation clarity and engagement
	30%

	Understanding of the texts main concept, thesis and arguments
	35%

	Critical engagement with the main thesis as related to the core themes of the course
	35%

	
	


Assignment 2: 
This will be a shorter written assignment linked to some of the main concepts studied. The students familiarity with the main concepts and ideas developed during the course will be assessed together with their ability to critically evaluate the incidence of the main factors identified on future developments of the continent or relevant countries chosen.
Assessment breakdown
	Assessed area
	Percentage

	Clarity and complexity
	30%

	Linkage of main concepts with specific country or topic in the focus
	35%

	Ability to engage in critical and contradictory argumentation
	35%
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9.Grading Scale
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