ANGLO
COURSE SYLLABUS AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY

Energy security in International Relations

Course code: IRS 341, IRS 641

Term and year: SPRING 2026

Day and time: Thursday, 11.15-14.00 CET in classroom (3.13)

Instructor: JUDr. Ing. Mgr. Libor Lukasek, Ph.D.

Instructor contact: libor.lukasek@aauni.edu

Consultation hours: After classes in the classroom and via Microsoft Teams upon
individual prior agreement

Credits US/ECTS | 3/6 Level Advanced
Length 15 weeks Pre-requisite None
Contact hours 42 hours Course type BA/MA Elective

1. Course Description

Energy security is one of the most important aspects of not only domestic, but a foreign policy
framework of modern states. Its importance is constantly growing, especially in the context
of contemporary international political events. The energy policy/energy security will provide
students with a comprehensive view of energy policy and energy security in its theoretical,
historical, economic, legislative, environmental, and geopolitical context. Individual
dimensions of energy policy and security, key entities, main problems of the present and
challenges of the future will be presented also. Students should be able to understand and
orient themselves in the basic energy-security topics of global, EU, central Europe and Czech
character, the issue of comprehensive interconnection of important energy players and recent
changes in this area recently. The role of the European Union and a fundamental change in
the position of the Russian Federation as a key player in the energy supplier will be discussed
as well.

2. Student Learning Outcomes

The main goal is to present energy policy as an important part of the needs and functioning
of the modern states. Another important objective of the course is to understand that energy
policy is an integral part of the modern states and one of the most important priorities.

Will be presented the main policy issues in the European Union, the Central European region,
and the Czech Republic. A significant part will also be devoted to energy security (definition,
theoretical approaches, main definition features and energy security dimensions), historical
energy development, the most important areas of energy commodities (natural gas, oil,
electricity, renewable resources) and the transport system routes. A separate part of the
course will be devoted to the European Union energy policy (origin, development, legislation,
practical dimension), especially in relation to a fundamental change towards the Russian
Federation. The last part will cover energy security of the Czech Republic and the Visegrad
(V4) Group countries.

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

e Gain a general background and knowledge of energy policy and energy security as its
integral part.
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Understand the role of energy policy in the system of international policy and
international affairs;

Understand topic of energy security in global, European, regional and state dimension.
Analyse of current situation in energy market of European Union, it’s history and
potential future development scenarios.

Analyse how to energy policy determining economic, legal, international relations
processes.

Identify key stakeholders and its role in this area.

Critically asses/analyse relevant processes under energy policy and security.
Understand current extraordinary situation in energy policy issue, identify threats,
opportunities and challenges for future.

Understand the specific role of Russian Federation as an important player in energy
supplier (energy policy as a key part of foreign policy of RF).

Explain specifics of EU and Czech Republic energy policy as well.

Argue their opinion on importance of energy policy/energy security in the future.

3. Reading Materials

Required Materials

Hogselius Per.: Energy and Geopolitics. New York: Routledge. 2019.

Pascual, Carlos - Elkind, Jonathan (eds.). Energy Security, Politics, Strategies, and
Implications. USA: Brookings Institution Press. 2010.

Swiatkowska, Joanna (ed.)- Energy Security of the V4 countries. How do energy
relations change in Europe. Visegrad Fund and the Kosciuszko Institute. 2011.
Youngs, Richard. Energy Security: Europe’s New Foreign Policy Challenge. London:
Routledge. 2009

Documents distributed ad hoc during lectures.

Recommended Materials

Aalto, Pami. The EU-Russian Energy Dialogue: Europe’s Future Energy Security.
Farnham: Ashgate. 2008.

Bagdad, Gawdat. Europe’s Energy Security: Challenge and Opportunities.
International Affairs vol. 82, No. 5, pages 961-975. 2006.

Hamilton, Michael, S.: Energy Policy Analysis: A conceptual Framework: New York: M.
E. Sharpe. 2015.

Hruby, Z. and Luk&sek, L.: Energetickd bezpeénost Ceské republiky, Carolinum, 2016.
Jirudek, M., Vic¢ek, T., Kodouskova, H., Robinson, R.W., Leshchenko, A., Cernoch, F.,
Lehotsky, L. and Zapletalova, V. Energy Security in Central and Eastern Europe and
the Operations of Russian State-Owned energy Enterprises. Brno: Masarykova
Univerzita, 2015.

Kalicki Jan and Goldwyn, David, L. Energy and Security: Strategies for a World in
Transition, 2" Edition. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 2013.
Sovacool, Benjamin, K. (ed). The Routledge Handbook of Energy Security. Pages 1-
42. London: Routledge. 2011.

Vi¢ek, T. and Cernoch, F.: The Energy Sector and Energy Policy of the Czech Republic.
Brno: Masarykova univerzita. 2013.

World Energy Outlooks. IEA.
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4. Teaching methodology

The course will be taught as a mix of lectures, presenting the main ideas (presentations
and essays) and seminars. The seminar part of lessons will feature either a class
discussion, where students debate a selected topic and present their opinion or student
presentation. Students have a chance to choose their own topic according to their area of
interest at the beginning of the semester.

The lectures will be interactive and practically oriented. They will be complemented by
case studies and presentations initiated by the students and covered by a class discussion.
Presentation of new material will be interactive, and students will be asked to give their
opinions based on revised course material.

Students will be encouraged to interact and ask questions during both partis of the class
and express their opinion in and out of discussion. The student "s opinion formation and
critical thinking are further encouraged through thoughts on the set reading/listening. For
each reading, students will be expected to prepare a short response, which they will be
ready to present upon asking. Each student will be asked to present their response to the
reading at least once. On a large scale, students will hone their analytical and research
skills to a presentation on their chosen (pre-agreed) topic.

There will be a mid-term and final exam at the end of the semester within 45 minutes.

5. Course Schedule

Date Class Agenda
Session 1 Topic: Introductory Class. Common discussion about the issue
5.2.2026 of energy policy and energy security
Description: Class information, discussion of class expectations.
Brainstorm discussion about the issue.
Reading: None
Assignments/deadlines: Division of power point presentation topics
and class presentations topics
Session 2 Topic: The theoretical and practical concept of energy policy and
12.2.2026 energy security
Description: Definition of energy security and energy policy, energy
security dimensions. Role of energy policy and energy security in
international relations.
Reading: Pascual, Carlos - Elkind, Jonathan (eds.). Energy Security,
Politics, Strategies, and Implications. USA: Brookings Institution Press.
2010, pages 119-130
Assignments/deadlines: home study to prepare the review
presentations
Session 3 Topic: The historical development of the term energy security
19.2.2026
Description: Key historical milestones in energy policy development.
Energy security examples in historical framework.
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Reading: Pascual, Carlos - Elkind, Jonathan (eds.). Energy Security,
Politics, Strategies, and Implications. USA: Brookings Institution Press.
2010, pages 105-116

Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations

Session 4 Topic: Description of basic energy sources, main production and

26.2.2026 supply areas
Description: energy sources, production, consumption, energy sector,
energy market, energy policy institutions, key subjects
Reading: Pascual, Carlos - Elkind, Jonathan (eds.). Energy Security,
Politics, Strategies, and Implications. USA: Brookings Institution Press.
2010, pages 149-176
Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations

Session 5 Topic: EU energy policy concept

5.3.2026
Description: Present status, historical development description of EU
energy policy, EU energy concept, current energy crise in Europe
Reading: Youngs, Richard: Energy Security: Europe s New Foreign
Policy Challenge. London. Routledge. 2009, pages 6-20
Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations

Session 6 Topic: EU energy security

12.3.2026
Description: energy raw materials, production, consumption, transit
routes, the main suppliers of energy commodities to the EU
Reading: Hogselius, P.: Energy and Geopolitics. New York, Routledge
2019, pages 16-28
Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations

Session 7 Topic: Mid-Term Exam

19.3.2026 Description: Testing

Session 8 Topic: Threats, risk and challenges of energy security

26.3.2026
Description: The threats and risks of energy security and tools to
ensure energy security. New energy suppliers for European energy
market (US, Middle East Countries...)
Reading: Hdgselius, P.: Energy and Geopolitics. New York, Routledge
2019, pages 81-98
Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations

2.4.2026 Mid-term break

Session 9 Topic: Climate change and Energy Policy

9.4.2026
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Description: Interaction between energy security and climate change
Reading: Pascual, Carlos - Elkind, Jonathan (eds.). Energy Security,
Politics, Strategies, and Implications. USA: Brookings Institution Press.
2010, pages 209-239

Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations

Session 10 Topic: Energy policy relations between the European Union and
16.4.2026 the Russian Federation
Description: Past, present, future potential options. Specifics of the
current situation.
Reading: Pascual, Carlos - Elkind, Jonathan (eds.). Energy Security,
Politics, Strategies, and Implications. USA: Brookings Institution Press.
2010, pages 133-146
Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations
Session 11 Topic: Energy policy of the Russian Federation. RF energy policy
23.4.2026 as an example of foreign policy instrument
Description: Russian Federation as a key global player in the energy
market. Energies (oil, gas, raw materials) as a part of foreign policy RF.
Reading: Hogselius, P.: Energy and Geopolitics. New York, Routledge
2019, pages 131-151
Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations
Session 12 Topic: Energy security of the Czech Republic and Central
30.4.2026 European countries (V4 Countries)
Description: State energy policies, raw material policies, key players.
Development of energy security in time.
Reading: Swiatkowska Joanna (ed.): Energy Security of V4 Countries.
How do energy relations change in Europe. Visegrad Fund and the
Kosciuszko Institute. 2011, pages 14-28.
Assignments/deadlines: PowerPoint presentations, home study to
prepare the review presentations
Session 13 Topic: Czech energy policy
7.5.2026 Description: coal, oil, natural gas, electricity (nuclear energy,
renewable energy sources). Energy mix. The future of Czech energy.
Measures to increase of Czech energy security. Risks, threats,
opportunities.
Reading: Swiatkowska Joanna (ed.): Energy Security of V4 Countries.
How do energy relations change in Europe. Visegrad Fund and the
Kosciuszko Institute. 2011, pages 35-40, 57-61.
Assignments/deadlines: Review all and get ready for the final exam.
Session 14 Topic: Final Exam
14.5.2026 Description: Testing
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6. Course Requirements and Assessment (with estimated workload)

Assignment

Workload
(hours)

Weight
in Final
Grade

Evaluated Course Specific
Learning Outcomes

Evaluated
Institutional
Learning
Outcomes*

Class
Participation

42

10 %

Participating in class
discussion, answering
questions, asking questions -
to the lecture and during
student presentations

1,2,3

Essay

28

20 %

Students will be asked to
research and on elected topic.
Depth of own research and
own conclusions and results
will be graded.

Presentation

20

20 %

Students will be asked to
research and prepare for a
discussion on elected topic.
Presentation during class time.
Students will then argue their
case against other class
students. Depth of own
research, ability to present, to
defend own opinions and
conclusions and debate
arguments will be graded.
Each student will be graded
individually.

1,2,3

Mid-term
exam

20

20%

Demonstration of the capacity
to analyze critical challenges
and issues related to the issue

1,2

Final Exam

40

30%

90 min exam testing analytical
skills and knowledge of topic
covered in essay,
presentations, reading and
class

1,2

TOTAL

150

100%

*1 = Critical Thinking; 2 = Effective Communication; 3 = Effective and Responsible Action

7. Detailed description of the assignments
Assignment 1: Essay

Students will write an essay on the topic related energy policy or energy security covered by
class agenda. The topic of the essay, which is entirely up to the student (although suggestion
will be approved by lecturer) should be analytical and demonstrate the student’s ability to
apply the studied concepts related to energy policy-energy security. The length of the essay
should be 1500 words (10% +/-) for bachelor study program and 2500 words (10 % +/-) for
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master program. Only the content will be graded, grammatical mistakes will not result in any
point deductions. The essays must be submitted via Turnitin on NEO till 8.5.2026.

Assessment breakdown

Assessed area Percentage
Research and knowledge of the relevant topic 50%
Ability to summarize relevant conclusions and results 30%

Quality of sources, bibliography/citations and compliance with the rules | 20%
in the field of IA using

Assignment 2: Presentation (Research presentation)

Students will deliver an in-depth research presentation on a topic chosen within the group
(and agreed to by the lecture) related to area of energy policy — energy security covered by
course agenda. They will cooperate to put together a power point presentation (or any other
similar software); however, they will be graded individually (depending on the group
presentation results). The topic of the presentation should be analytical and demonstrate the
student “s ability to apply the studied concepts related to energy policy-energy security. The
length of the presentation must be minimal 8 and maximal 12 slides. The content of the
presentation must be carefully sourced (students will have submitted a bibliography with
academic references)

Assessment breakdown

Assessed area Percentage
Demonstration of knowledge on the subject 40%
Quality of analysis, valid argumentation, and use of critical thinking 20%

Quality of presentation, ability to counter opposing side’s |20%
argumentation
Organization and structure of the presentation, teamwork 10%
Delivery of the presentation (ability to hold attention, usage of | 10%
technologies — power point, tec...)

Assignment 3: Final and Midterm Exam

Midterm exam will assess progress of students in the first part of the course - Sessions 2 to
8. Final exam will be comprehensive, and students will be responsible for all topics covered
in classes including student presentations as well as assigned readings (with emphasis on the
2nd half of semester). Both exams will be in-class paper tests combining multiply choice and
false and true questions (closed book - question, 4 possibilities, only 1 correct answer).

In case studies, students solve real-life situations in the field of energy sector and energy
security. The goal is to gain information about the ability to apply the acquired information
and knowledge in a real-life situation.

There will be 12 questions (10 questions in the format as close book question and 2 case
studies) per maximum 45 minutes which is a standard format used in the EU competition
tests. Students should demonstrate that they have a good understanding of the most relevant
issues and concepts and that they are able to provide swift and correct answers.
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Assessment breakdown Mid-term Exam

Assessed area Percentage
Mid-term Exam - from areas covered Sessions 2-8 (short answers) 60%
Case study solution 40%

Assessment breakdown Final Exam

Assessed area Percentage
Final Exam - from areas covered all Sessions (short answers) 60%
Case study solution 40%

8. General Requirements and School Policies
General requirements

All coursework is governed by AAU’s academic rules. Students are expected to be familiar
with the academic rules in the Academic Codex and Student Handbook and to maintain the
highest standards of honesty and academic integrity in their work.

Electronic communication and submission

The university and instructors shall only use students’ university email address for
communication, with additional communication via NEO LMS or Microsoft Teams.

Students sending e-mail to an instructor shall clearly state the course code and the topic in
the subject heading, for example, "COM101-1 Mid-term Exam. Question”.

All electronic submissions are through NEO LMS. No substantial pieces of writing (especially
take-home exams and essays) can be submitted outside of NEO LMS.

Attendance

Attendance, i.e., presence in class in real-time, at AAU courses is default mandatory;
however, it is not graded as such. (Grades may be impacted by missed assignments or lack
of participation.) Still, students must attend at least two thirds of classes to complete the
course. If they do not meet this condition and most of their absences are excused, they will
be administratively withdrawn from the course. If they do not meet this condition and most
of their absences are not excused, they will receive a grade of “FW” (Failure to Withdraw).
Students may also be marked absent if they miss a significant part of a class (for example by
arriving late or leaving early).

Absence excuse and make-up options

Should a student be absent from classes for relevant reasons (illness, serious family matters),
and the student wishes to request that the absence be excused, the student should submit
an Absence Excuse Request Form supplemented with documents providing reasons for the
absence to the Dean of Students within one week of the absence. Each student may excuse
up to two sick days per term without any supporting documentation; however, an Absence
Excuse Request Form must still be submitted for these instances. If possible, it is
recommended the instructor be informed of the absence in advance. Should a student be
absent during the add/drop period due to a change in registration this will be an excused
absence if s/he submits an Absence Excuse Request Form along with the finalized add/drop
form.
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Students whose absence has been excused by the Dean of Students are entitled to make up
assignments and exams provided their nature allows. Assignments missed due to unexcused
absences which cannot be made up may result in a decreased or failing grade as specified in
the syllabus.

Students are responsible for contacting their instructor within one week of the date the
absence was excused to arrange for make-up options.

Late work: No late submissions will be accepted - please follow the deadlines.

Electronic devices

Electronic devices (e.g. phones, tablets, laptops) may be used only for class-related activities
(taking notes, looking up related information, etc.). Any other use will result in the student
being marked absent and/or being expelled from the class. No electronic devices may be used
during tests or exams unless required by the exam format and the instructor.

Eating is not allowed during classes.

Cheating and disruptive behavior

If a student engages in disruptive conduct unsuitable for a classroom environment, the
instructor may require the student to withdraw from the room for the duration of the class
and report the behavior to the student’s Dean.

Students engaging in behavior, which is suggestive of cheating, will, at a minimum, be
warned. In the case of continued misconduct, the student will fail the exam or assignment
and be expelled from the exam or class.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism obscures the authorship of a work or the degree of its originality. Students are
expected to create and submit works of which they are the author. Plagiarism can apply to all
works of authorship - verbal, audiovisual, visual, computer programs, etc. Examples are:

o Verbatim plagiarism: verbatim use of another’s work or part of it without proper
acknowledgement of the source and designation as a verbatim quotation,

o Paraphrasing plagiarism: paraphrasing someone else’s work or part of it without
proper acknowledgement of the source,

o Data plagiarism: use of other people’s data without proper acknowledgement of
the source,

o False quotation: publishing a text that is not a verbatim quotation as a verbatim
quotation,

. Fictious citation: quoting, paraphrasing, or referring to an incorrect or a non-
existent work,

o Inaccurate citation: citing sources in such a way that they cannot be found and
verified,

o Ghostwriting: commissioning work from others and passing it off as one’s own,

o Patchwriting: using someone else’'s work or works (albeit with proper

acknowledgement of sources and proper attribution) to such an extent that the
output contains almost no original contribution,
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o Self-plagiarism: unacknowledged reuse of one’s own work (or part of it) that has
been produced or submitted as part of another course of study or that has been
published in the past,

o Collaborative plagiarism: delivering the result of collective collaboration as one’s
own individual output.

At minimum, plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the assignment and shall be reported
to the student’s Dean. A mitigating circumstance may be the case of novice students, and the
benefit of the doubt may be given if it is reasonable to assume that the small-scale plagiarism
was the result of ignorance rather than intent. An aggravating circumstance in plagiarism is
an act intended to make plagiarism more difficult to detect. Such conduct includes, for
example, the additional modification of individual words or phrases, the creation of typos, the
use of machine translation tools or the creation of synonymous text, etc. The Dean may
initiate a disciplinary procedure pursuant to the Academic Codex. Intentional or repeated
plagiarism always entails disciplinary hearing and may result in expulsion from AAU.

Use of Artificial Intelligence and Academic Tutoring Center

The use of artificial intelligence tools to search sources, to process, analyze and summarize
data, and to provide suggestions or feedback to improve content, structure, or style, defined
here as Al-assisted writing, is not in itself plagiarism. However, it is plagiarism if, as a result,
it obscures the authorship of the work produced or the degree of its originality (see the
examples above).

AAU acknowledges prudent and honest use of Al-assisted writing, that is, the use of Al for
orientation, consultation, and practice is allowed. For some courses and assignments,
however, the use of Al is counterproductive to learning outcomes; therefore, the course
syllabus may prohibit Al assistance.

A work (text, image, video, sound, code, etc.) generated by artificial intelligence based on a
mass of existing data, defined here as Al-generated work, is not considered a work of
authorship. Therefore, if an Al-generated work (e.g. text) is part of the author’s work, it must
be marked as Al-generated. Otherwise, it obscures the authorship and/or the degree of
originality and thus constitutes plagiarism. Unless explicitly permitted by the instructor,
submission of Al-generated work is prohibited.

If unsure about technical aspects of writing, and to improve their academic writing, students
are encouraged to consult with the tutors of the AAU Academic Tutoring Center. For more
information and/or to book a tutor, please contact the ATC at:
http://atc.simplybook.me/sheduler/manage/event/1/.

Course accessibility and inclusion

Students with disabilities should contact the Dean of Students to discuss reasonable
accommodation. Academic accommodation is not retroactive.

Students who will be absent from course activities due to religious holidays may seek
reasonable accommodation by contacting the Dean of Students in writing within the first two
weeks of the term. All requests must include specific dates for which the student requests
accommodation.
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9. Grading Scale

:‘:_tat:; Percentage* Description

A 95-100 Excellent performance. The student has shown originality and

A- 90-94 displayed an exceptional grasp of the material and a deep
analytical understanding of the subject.

B+ 87-89 Good performance. The student has mastered the material,

B 83-86 understands the subject well and has shown some originality of

B- 80-82 thought and/or considerable effort.

C+ 77-79 Fair performance. The student has acquired an acceptable

C 73-76 understanding of the material and essential subject matter of the
course but has not succeeded in translating this understanding

C- 70-72 into consistently creative or original work.

D+ 65-69 Poor. The student has shown some understanding of the material
and subject matter covered during the course. The student’s
work, however, has not shown enough effort or understanding to

D 60-64 allow for a passing grade in School Required Courses. It does
qualify as a passing mark for the General College Courses and
Electives.

Fail. The student has not succeeded in mastering the subject
F 0-59 .
matter covered in the course.

* Decimals should be rounded to the nearest whole number.

Prepared by: JUDr. Ing. Mgr. Libor Lukasek, Ph.D.
Date: 7.1.2026

Approved by: Dr. Libor Lukasek, Ph.D.
Date: 15.1.2026
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